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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4028

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Wil |l ace and Hasegawa

Read first tine 01/22/08. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ONS
COW SSI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Federal Conmmunications Comm ssion is an independent
United States governnent agency, directly responsible to Congress; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Communications Conmmission is charged wth
regulating interstate and international comunications by radio,
television, wire, satellite, and cable and has jurisdiction over the
fifty states, the District of Colunbia, and United States possessions;
and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Communications Conmm ssion on Decenber 18,
2007, delivered a deci sion anmendi ng newspaper - br oadcast cross-ownership
rules to allow a newspaper to own one tel evision station or one radio
station in the twenty |largest markets in the United States; and
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VWHEREAS, The Federal Communications Comm ssion ignored repeated
pl eas of the American people and their representatives in Congress to
defer their newspaper-broadcast cross-ownership decision and conduct a
nmore inclusive process before anending the rules; and

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the United States Congress, in a
nonparti san manner, through the Media Owership Act, seek to overturn
al | Feder al Communi cat i ons Comm ssion  deci sions relating to
newspaper - br oadcast cross-ownership made after Cctober 1, 2007, to set
new standards for the Federal Conmunications Conmm ssion to be nore
responsive to public input in their decision nmaking, and to provide for
nore opportunities for people of color and wonen to own nedia outl ets;
and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Legislature condemms the Federal
Comruni cations Comm ssion decision to expand newspaper-broadcast
cross-ownership and the process that the Federal Conmunications
Comm ssion followed to deliver their decision;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Congress work in a nonpartisan manner to pass the Mdia
Owmership Act that overturns Federal Communications Conm ssion
decisions after Cctober 1, 2007, ensures that future Federa
Comruni cations Conmi ssion regulatory processes are open to and
i nclusive of the Anerican people, and provides inproved opportunities
for people of color and wonen to participate as nedia outlet owners.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Federal Communi cations Comm ssion Chairman Kevin J. Mrtin,
Comm ssioners M chael J. Copps, Jonathan S. Adel stein, Deborah Tayl or
Tate, and Robert M MDowell, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of
Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton.

--- END ---
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